Gen Z: who are they?

Born between 1995 and 2009, ‘Generation
Z' currently comprises the majority

of Australia’s children and teenagers
(McCrindle and Wolfinger 2009). They
are said to be more independent,
entrepreneurial and globally-minded

than their adolescent predecessors. As
digital-natives, Gen Z have grown up in a
connected world and instinctively rely on
social media and the Internet to establish,
grow and maintain relationships with
friends and peers.

Born in 2000 and 2001, LSAY’s most
recent group of young people commenced
the survey program in 2015. The survey
will follow them for 10 years up until the
age of 25. The first two years of data
collected at ages 15 and 16 provide
some exciting insights into the lives of
Australia’s Gen Z and shows how they’re
preparing for and navigating the transition
from compulsory schooling to further
study, the workplace and beyond.

As traditional face-to-face social
interactions are increasingly replaced
by digital connections, the LSAY
data provide some insight into young
Australians’ use of information and
communication technology resources
both at home and at school.

GENERATION Z AT SCHOOL

The Longitudinal Surveys of Australian Youth (LSAY) is a study that follows young Australians

over 10 years, from their mid-teens to mid-twenties, as they move from school to further study,
work and into adulthood. Information shared by the newest group of LSAY participants, who
began the survey in 2015, gives insights into Australia’s Generation Z at school.
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LSAY will track STEM participation and outcomes over
the 10-year survey. How will female students’ lower rates
of participation in STEM affect them in the workplace of
tomorrow? How will governments and education systems 4%
address the future needs of industry?
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How will Generation Z navigate the complex world of work and
study in an environment that is constantly changing and / |s|:N1cgE9I;53AY COMMENCED

demanding a different mix and level of education, skills
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The LSAY data provides a wealth of information on
Australian youth, building the picture of the key events Longitudinal TOOK PART IN THE LATEST
: : , : : Surveys of LSAY COHORT
in the lives of young Australians and helping to inform AustralianYouth
future programs and policies. This valuable data is freely
available to researchers and policymakers.
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Visit www.lsay.edu.au to explore the results of past and present
LSAY surveys and see how the lives of Australian youth have
changed over time.
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